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THE GRAVE 
* The House appointed for all living.^ 

LMOST all thoughtful persons are fond of lingeringf 
among gjaves. 

.The charm is the same whether the locality visited 
ct)e a village churchyard or a metropolitan cemetery. 
In either case, that which surrounds is favourable to 
pensive meditation, and productive of reflections that 
Are serious without being melancholy. 

I seldom omit to avail myself of any opportunity that 

presents itself to make acquaintance in this way with 

departed ones, whether they be villagers or citizens, 

-*' the rude forefathers of the hamlet," or the once busy 

•occupants of counting houses, shops, and crowded streets. 

To-day I have rambled into a suburban burial-ground, 
.beautiful for situation, thickly inhabited by the dead, 
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and plentifully enriched with memorials erected in their 
honour by the living-. As I wander among these* 
" storied urns " many and varied thoughts occupy my 
mind. 

I stand in the midst of ever multiplying evidences oC 
the great fact that man is a dying creature ; that here 
he has no abiding resting-place ; that one generation 
passeth away and another cometh! This, at least,, 
whatever amount of sceptidsm we may indulge in rela- 
tion to other things, is here dertionstrated, and brought 
home with resistless force to the business and bosoms of 
every one of us. 

What a blending of distinctions do I behold I The- 
rich and the poor, the beggar and the man of wealth,, 
the young and the aged all mingle. Where now is the 
pride that once marked one, and the poverty that dis- 
tinguished another? Where are the hopes and 
idle expectations of those who, but a little while ago,, 
walked through the world *in a vain show?' and 
where are the anxieties that during man's brief pil-^ 
grimage disquiet him in vain? Where, now, is the 
arrogance and selfishness that marked the career off 
some, and where the constant sorrow and bitter want 
that characterized the lot of others ? 

Beneath my feet lie an innumerable army of martyrs 
to the inevitable. Could I pierce below the surface of 
the ground on which I tread, what a sight would meet 
my eye! What corruption, what loathsome scenes,, 
what humbling spectacles I 

The man who, it may be, only a few weeks ago went 
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abroad in health and pride of heart, is now become 
like one of those on whose monuments he once gazed. 
The woman who but yesterday was proud of her beauty^ 
and thought common earth scarcely good enough for 
her vain steppings, is now a hideous mass, and food for" 
worms. The child who, a little while ago, was tripping" 
among the grass, pleased with the sight of these num- 
berless memorials, is now itself returning to dust. Small 
portions of clay which once lived and moved and talked,, 
which once loved and imparted love, are now nothing 
but clay, insensible, unlovely, undistinguished from other 
portions which have never been animated. 

And what varieties of character are here ! The- 
pious and the profane, the thoughtless and the thought- 
ful, the man who pondered his way, and the man who^ 
having lived a selfish and unclean life, died ' even as a 
fool dieth.' All are here, and by the eye of man cannot 
be distinguished. 

Some who wrought wonders in their generation now 
lie quietly at the feet of babes and striplings. The 
foolish are on a level with the wise, the learned with the- 
ignorant, the boor with the accomplished. The master 
and the servant have met on terms of perfect equality. 
The one sleeps as soundly as the other, whether the 
grassy hillock or the sepulchral stone notifies where 
they lie ? 

The enmities of earth, like its loves, have found here 
their termination. The passions torment no more. In- 
juries are forgotten ; animosities disturb not the congre- 
gation of the dead. Aching pains, weeping, and lamen— 
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Nations have all ended. For the g^rave is a quiet resting' 
place, where * the wicked cease from troubling, and the 
weary are at rest.! 

Soon, very soon, I shall join this great company. 
God grant that I may not die careless as to the future, 
and forgetful of that which is beyond mortality, God 
grant that, in Christ, I may be prepared to witness 
without dismay the coming of that time when *the 
heavens shall pass away with a great noise, and the 
elements shall melt with fervent heat,' conscious that 
Aese things are but preludes to the establishment of 
the everlasting kingdom of our Lord and Saviour Jesus 
Christ. 
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THE RESURRECTION. 
*' Because Hive, ye shall live also.* 

am the resurrection^ and the life,'* What a blessed 
revelation ! What light it throws on the immor- 
tality of the child of God ! And what wondrous words 
are those that accompanied the declaration ! — ' He that 
believeth on me shall never die.' It is as If Jesus had 
said, * He is one with Me now ; he shall be one with 
Me for even' 

To such a man death is not, as we often think, a 
cutting off from all that he has loved, and an entrance 
on an unknown future ; it is but a continuance of that 
which is, — transfigured, ennobled, and glorified. He 
has already begun that new life which can never cease, 
and death shall not be able even to suspend it. 

We are not too bold, then, when we say that to the 
Christian, who has ripened here for the world that is to 
come, death is not darkness, but a new life. It is like 
the veil that descends upon the mountains, concealing 
earth only that it may reveal the stars. And when the 
day of resurrection comes, he springs from the grave, a 
Jiutnan being still, although surrounded by new circum- 
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stances; for the life that has been long *hid with 
Christ in God ' is now perfected, fully known, and openly 
manifested. 

" Oh, miracle of power and love divine ! A new 
creation, and yet still the old ; new in all the perfect- 
ness of bliss, old in all the truth of our being. Then 
shall we see Him face to face. Then shall we fall down 
and worship with love made perfect, and hearts kindred 
with His own. To behold Him then unveiled ; to be 
with Him in manifest presence ; to be like Him in the 
heart of our inmost life, — this shall be our eternity ; this 
is everlasting life." 

How strange is it that with such a ' prize ' in view,, 
and such a ' crown ' in reversion, the ambitions of 
earth should have power to enslave and to mislead so 
many ! How is it, my soul, with thee ? Art thou foolish 
enough to imagine that both worlds may be thine ; that 
without loss, without corresponding deprivations in the 
world that is to come, thou canst enter into the fulness 
of this, and avoid its crucifixion ? 

Blessed Saviour I Thou knowesi, * Search me and 
try me.' ' Strait is the gate,' — help me to conform 
to it. If I change not in death ; if this life be but " the 
childhood of eternity ; " if I but reap there what 1 have 
sown here, make me diligent to perfect that which con-^ 
cerneth my nobler being; make me earnest in the 
acquisition of that fitness for the Divine service which,, 
in the world to come, shall bring with it immediate joy 
and undeferred honour. Even so. Lord, may it be with, 
me when Thou mclkest * all things new.' 
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Scarcely had I finished this course of thought before 
another sprang* up in my mind which took the form of 
doubt. * Have we/ said I to myself, ' evidence that 
he/ore the resurrection^ and while the body decays, we 
shall enjoy conscious existence in the invisible ? Or is 
it true, as some tell us, that the soul sleeps till the day 
of final judgment ? ' 
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Ill • 

THE WORLD OF SPIRITS. 
' Qod, is not the Ood of the dead, but of the living,^ 

Ew subjects of meditation, I have often thought, have 
a deeper interest for any of us than those which 
relate to the tmmediaie condition of such of our departed 
friends, as have died in the faith. Even while we 
stand weeping over our dead the inquiry forces itself 
upon us, — * Whither are they gone ? ' 

I ask myself then whether Scripture is silent on this 
head ? I ask whether it be true* that it has no reply to 
the question — ' Where is now that peaceful soul which, 
but a little while ago, was with us rejoicing in the love 
of Jesus ? Is it still conscious of existence ? or is it 
calmly sleeping till the day of resurrection ? 

A good deal has, at various times, been written by 
Christian men in favour of the notion that the soul of 
man at death sinks into unconsciousness. This supposi- 
tion seems to me every way unwarranted. It is a theory 
that breaks the continuity of human existence, while it 
is opposed alike to the teaching of Scripture, and to all 
that we know regarding the purposes to be answered 
by our earthly existence. 
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Human life, if it be not an inexplicable enigma, is 
educational. But human development is a slow pro- 
cess, and, so far as we can perceive, always going* on ; 
since all conditions of being, and all states of mind,— 
activity and rest, youth and age, action and meditation,, 
silence and repose, are constantly employed in accom- 
plishing the great ends of the Creator. 

That ages should be lost in a continued suspension of 
consciousness seems altogether inconsistent with the value 
attached to time and opportunity, for moral and spiritual 
advancement. That the spirit is separable from the body 
in which it now, so to speak, dwells, all admit who are 
not atheistic materialists. *' Many arguments may be 
brought forward for the existence of the mind distinct 
from, though united with the body, but none comes 
closer to the individual experience of each than this : 
* I am the same person I have always been, and yet my 
body has constantly changed ; it is by my mind that I 
am conscious of this identity : on its unchangeableness 
does my identity depend.' " 

St. Paul speaks distinctly as to the nature and con- 
stitution of man when he prays that ' the God of peace ^ 
would sanctify the Thessalonians wholly. His words 
are * The very God of peace sanctify you wholly ; and 
I pray God, your whole spirit, and soul, and body be 
preserved blameless unto the coming of our Lord Jesus 
Christ.' The same distinction is also recognised by the 
author of the Epistle to the Hebrews, when he speaks 
of the word of God as * quick and powerful, and 
riiarper than any two-edged sword, piercing even ta 
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/the dividing asunder of soul and spirit,^ The tripartite 

nature of man is clearly a revealed faciy and as such, 

:is not to be disputed by those who bow before the 

Scriptures. 

Assuming then that the spirit of man may exist under 

.other conditions than those which now regulate its 
action, and that it may think and feel as other spirits, 

:good and bad, appear to us to do, independent of any 
bodily organisation, I ask myself, * Does it or does it 
not enter at death into the unseen world, and there, 

according to its moral condition, meditate on the past, 
.and look forward to the future either with joy and hope, 
or * a fearful looking for of judgment ? ' TTiis is, I 
think, the only question deserving of consideration, and it 
is eminently worthy of all the care and research that 
^thoughtful Christians can bestow upon it. 
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IV. 

PATRIARCHAL BELIEFS. 
" Tlwu shalt go to thy fathers.'* 

KFORE the advent of the Redeemer, dimness, if not 
uncertainty, rested on all that relates to future 
existence. 

Still, however faintly hinted the doctrine of a future 
state may be in the Old Testament, it surely cannot be 
right to disregard the slightest intimation that may be 
found there, bearing on the beliefs or expectations of 
men of old, regarding the unseen. 

It seems to me very unwise to conclude, as some 

have hastily done, that nothing was revealed relating 

thereto ; that the children of God who died before the 

Incarnation of the Redeemer, plunged, at their depar- 
ture, into thick darkness; that, in short, no ray of light 

fell upon their tombs. 

A careful study of the earlier records satisfy me that 

this was not the case ; for although the amount of 

knowledge they possessed of the concealed future was 

but small, when compared with that which we enjoy, 

they were not without bright and blessed hopes of a 

Kfe beyond the grave, in which retribution would 

B 
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follow crime, and obedience be rewarded with happi- 
ness. 

The word sheolf by which the Hebrews commonly ex- 
pressed the unseen world of spirits, occurs indeed in the 
Old Testament Scriptures, about sixty-eight times, but 
with various significations. In our English version it is 
sometimes translated grave, sometimes deaths sometimes 
the pity and very frequently helL The Greek word 
hadesy is usually employed by the Seventy as the 
translation of sheoly but about this word, too, a similar 
uncertainty hangs. From its use therefore nothing can 
be drawn in proof of the views entertained by the 
Patriarchs regarding the condition of the soul imme- 
diately after death. 

More may probably be gathered from incidental 
expressions than from the use of any particular word, 
although here, too, it is necessary to remember that the 
Hebrews, like ourselves, often express, especially in 
their sacred poetry, the simple and natural outpourings 
of their hearts, under varying alternations of feeling y with- 
out much regard for exactness. 

David may exclaim, ' In death there is no remem- 
brance of thee ; in the grave (sheol) who shall give 
thee thanks?' or *The dead praise not the Lord, 
neither any that go down into silence,' but we must 
not hastily conclude from thence that the Psalmist de- 
finitely teaches us, by inspiration of God, either that 
man, when dead, is silent for every — dying as a beast 
dies, — or that the soul sleeps in the grave till the day of 
resurrection. This is neither reasonable nor reverential^ 
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Job and Elijah, under circumstances of great depres- 
sion, may alike say, ' It is better to die than to live/ 
but we have no right to argue from such expressions 
that they deliberately thought (except as a temporary 
expression of feeling) that life was an undesirable 
thing. This method of dealing with Scripture, how- 
ever common, when something or other is to be proved 
out of it, is by no means the way to arrive at 
truth. 

It is otherwise when expressions, whether of gloom 
or joy, found in passages which obviously indicate the 
hopes or the aspirations, the joys or the sorrows of the 
writer, occur in narrative, or seem to be in any degree 
•didactic in character. These are, of course, not 
to be disregarded, nor should they be explained 
away. 

Let me, then, glance at some of these passages as 
they occur, and simply consider whether or no they 
<ast any light on the point under examination. 

The Divine promise to Abraham, * Thou shalt go to 
thy fathers in peace,' comes first under notice. This 
promise, connected as it is with the statement that he 
should be * buried in a good old age,' might naturally 
be taken to mean no more than that, after a lengthened 
.life, he should follow his fathers to the house appointed 
rfor all living. And yet one cannot help feeling that it 
must have meant more than this, and that it is scarcely 
the language that would naturally be adopted if * the 
fathers,' to whom he was to go, were non-existent. In 
ihat case, even in the lowest sense, he could scarcely be 

B 2 
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said to have been " gathered to his people," since all 
that remained of them was dust. Besides, even that 
dust did not intermingle ; for he was buried in Canaan^ 
and they beyond the Euphrates. One scarcely sees 
how the statement could be a true one (unless it merely 
meant, *Thou shalt die,') if there was no world of 
spirits in which souls survived when the earthly remains 
were entombed. 

A second instance, not dissimilar in character, may^ 
be quoted. Jacob, when he would not be comforted for 
the loss of Joseph, exclaims, ' I will go down to my sort* 
mourning,' !>., to sheol (Gen. xxxvii., 35). Here he 
could scarcely mean the grave, since he believed Joseph 
to be torn in pieces of wild beasts. But if he spoke of 
some invisible world in which the departed would be 
met with again, his words become highly significant*. 
He could draw comfort from that thought. 

Again, regarding both Moses and Aaron, it is said^ 
* They were gathered to their, people,' yet the body 
of the one was left on Mount Hor (Numb, xx., 12), and 
that of the other on Mount Nebo. It certainly seems 
rather unlikely that such language would have been, 
adopted, if from that day to tfiis, neither they, nor any^ 
whom they led, have had any conscious being. 

That the Patriarchs had some light in reference to an: 
unseen world must be assumed if, as there is every 
reason to believe, they knew tfiat of Enoch it was- 
recorded, * He was not, for God took him ' (Gen, v.^. 
34), which, as the writer of the Epistle to the Hebrews^ 
tells us (Heb. xi., 5), meant that God had translated^ 
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him * that he should not see death.' Wherever they 
might suppose Enoch was, therey whether the place was 
•called heaven, or paradise, or the invisible, they 
doubtless anticipated being* when they died. That he 
was in Hades and not in Heaven must be inferred from 
the declaration of our Lord, ' No man hath ascended 
into heaven.' 

On the whole, it is far from improbable that, since the 
early Egyptians believed in the passage of the soul into 
3 land of shadows immediately after death, so the 
Patriarchs, in the absence of any clear and direct 
revelation from God, — if no such revelation was made, 
— shared to some extent the same views. Job, who 
probably lived in Patriarchal times, seems to intimate 
something of the kind when he speaks of himself 
as going to the < land of darkness, and the shadow of 
-death.' 

Of the doctrine of the resurrection the Patriarchs 
probably knew little, but it is clear enough that they 
were influenced by hopes which transcended this life. 
They seem never to have doubted that although men's 
earthly pilgrimage was full of trouble, they were, 
Jhrough iiy advancing to some unseen and happy home* 
Therefore I think it probable that they believed in a 
continued existence after death. 
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V. 

JEWISH EXPECTATIONS. 
' He shall enter into PeaceJ* 

Ihe only passage that I can discover in the period oF 
the Exodus, which bears directly on the future life> 
is that in which the Lord, appearing to Moses, in the 
burning bush, thus addresses him, — ' I am the God of 
thy fathers, the God of Abraham, the God of Isaac, and 
the God of Jacob.' 

It is not * / once was * the God of these long deceased 
Patriarchs, or ' I will at the last day recognise them as 
mine,' but I am their God now I which, read in the light 
of Christ's own exposition, ' God is not the God of the 
dead but of the living, for all live unto him,' would 
almost seem to put it beyond doubt that Moses, by these 
Words, was taught the survival of the spirit after death- 

The Israelites too, who, during their oppression^ 
adopted, to a great extent, the Egyptian idolatry — for 
they are charged by Joshua to put away the gods 
* which their fathers served in Egypt' — must have been 
perfectly familiar with the universally recognised doc-^ 
trine among that people, of the continued life of the sout 
after death — a trace probably of primeval revelation. 
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That the best of the Jewish people, during their entire 
history, and amid all their backslidings, were more or 
less governed by the expectation of an existence beyond 
the grave, we are fully assured in the Epistle to 
the Hebrews. 

It is indeed impossible to comprehend or appreciate 
the conduct of their greatest men without allowing that 
they were influenced by hopes which transcended this 
life. * These all died in faith, not having received the 
promises, but having seen them afar off, and embraced 
them, and confessed that they were strangers and pil- 
grims on the earth.' But then it must be allowed this 
does not throw any light on their views as to the im^ 
mediate future of man. 

The same may be said respecting much that occurs 
in the later history of the Jews. Belief in a resurrection 
is frequently implied where nothing is asserted regarding 
the continued consciousness of the spirit after death. 
Hannah's prayer, for instance, in which she declares, 
* The Lord killeth and maketh alive ; he bringeth down 
to the grave and bringeth up,' may or may not imply 
a belief of continued existence in sheoL 

Much more is to be learned from the fact that the 
Jews so far inclined to necromancy that it was needful 
to pass severe laws against attempting to deal with the 
dead. This is proof positive that, whether they were 
right or wrong in so doing, the Israelites believed the 
dead existed somewhere in conscious being. 

Whatever view may be taken of the conduct of the 
Witch of Endor, or of the king who sought her assistance, 
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it seems certain that Saul believed in the possibility of 
Samuel being * brought up/ however evil might be the 
means by which his re-appearance on earth was to be 
accomplished. Supposing (for the supposition is the 
most reasonable one), that Samuel was not ' brought 
up ' by the incantations of the sorceress, but that he 
was permitted by God to appear for the purpose of 
declaring the doom of the wicked king, the result is the 
same. Saul believed that Samuel was in a state of 
consciousness. 

If this be so, let the convictions of the Israelites be 
wbat they might as to the reality of magical powers, — 
and the probability is that by all sensible men sorcerors 
were regarded as wicked impostors, — there can be no 
doubt that they held to the conscious existence of the 
spirit after death. 

Again, if Samuel did appear, and the prophecy 
uttered regarding Saul seems to be proof of it, then 
the words of Samuel, * Why hast thou disquieted (or 
disturbed) me?' clearly indicate that he was some- 
where at rest. The thought implied is just the 
same as that which we naturally gather from reading 
about Lazarus in Abraham's bosom, namely, that the 
spirits of the righteous after death pass into a state 
of tranquil repose ; conscious, but conscious only of ex- 
quisite peace. 

Such without doubt were the opinions of the Jews ; 
and it was because they held these opinions that they 
were always ready to believe in the re-appearance of the 
Prophets. In the Second Book of Maccabees (xv., 15) 
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we read of the re-appearance of Jeremiah, and in the 
Gospels, of a popular supposition that Christ was John 
the Baptist risen again, or Elijah, or one of the Prophets. 
The superstition thus manifested, could not have ex- 
isted had it not found a basis in the belief that the 
spirits of these departed great men were in some state 
of conscious existence. 

May we not, then, well ask, — How came this belief to 
prevail in Judea ? If false, how comes it to pass that it 
is nowhere opposed or denied in the Sacred Writings ? 
The Sadducees alone seem to have scoffed at the sup- 
position that either Angel or Spirit existed. Is it not 
then fair, — nay, almost necessary, — ^to infer that the 
belief in question was well founded, that it was supported 
by an unbroken tradition, and that it had originated in 
a primeval revelation, the authority of which had never 
been disputed by any but Materialists, with whose 
follies we have no concern \ 
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VL 

PROPHETS AND PSALMISTS. 
' Qod will redeem my soul from the power of SheolJ^ 

►HAT the Prophets teach the doctrine of the Resur- 
rection few, if any, thoughtful and devout readers, 
of Scripture can, I think, doubt. It is not, however, equally 
clear that they believed in the continued conscious ex- 
istence of the spirit after its separation from the body it 
once inhabited. 

In inquiiing for evidence that they did so, the well- 
known passage in Isaiah, where, in bold poetic imagery, 
the Prophet speaks of Sheol as being moved to meet 
. the King of Babylon, naturally first occurs to the mind. 
* Sheol from beneath is moved for thee, to meet thee 
at thy coming : it stirreth up the dead for thee, even all 
the chief ones of the earth : it hath raised up from their 
thrones all the kings of the nations. All they shall 
speak and say unto thee. Art thou also become weak 
as us? Art thou become like unto us?' (Isa. xiv., 
9, 10.) 

Highly figurative language this without question. But 
has it, therefore, no basis of truth ? Does it not, at least,. 
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indicate the Hebrew belief, — one that would never 
have been sanctioned by an inspired prophet had it 
been utterly groundless, — that souls after death were in 
a conscious state \ Nay, more, does it not recognise^. 
even /or the heathen, a world of spirits in which the dead 
are regarded as confined till the day of judgment ? 

Surely it is but reasonable to come to the conclusion 
that the Hebrew prophets and poets, like the patriarchs^ 
held that the spirit of man at death, whether righteous 
or unrighteous, passed into what they regarded as a sort 
of shadowy prison, where it awaited the general resur- 
rection. I believe they no more dreamt of denying the 
existence of a land of the dead, than they would that of. 
a land of the living. 

Still they did not imagine that in this world of 
shadows, — if so they thought of it, — no distinction was 
drawn between the righteous and the wicked. In the 
fifty-seventh chapter of his prophecy, Isaiah, speaking of. 
the righteous man, says. ' He shall enter (^that is at 
death) into peace. They (the righteous) shall rest in. 
their beds, each one walking in his uprightness.' 

Two ideas, which at first sight appear incongruous^, 
are here presented, viz., * rest ' and * walking.' The 
one implies repose, the other life and action ; combined, 
they may indicate peace and growth. It seems impos- 
sible to suppose that they do not mean something very, 
different from the corruption of the grave, where no dis- 
tinction can be drawn between the righteous and the 
wicked. Here the peace and rest of the righteous in 
Sheoly ' taken away from the evil to come ' is contrasted- 
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with the restlessness of the wicked. Again we are strongly 
reminded of Lazarus reclining on Abraham's bosom. 

The language of Jonah, when in the belly of the fish, 
leaves a similar impression as to prevailing beliefs. — * Out 
of the belly of hell (Sheol) cried I, and thou heardest my 
voice,' are words that indicate the association in the 
mind of the Prophet with Sheol as a land of life rather 
than a land of death. He would never have said, 
* Out of the grave, out of extinction and corruption he 
heard my voice,' for he knew perfectly well that he was 
not dead. He was alive, and yet he speaks of himself as 
in Sheol. 

The reference to Jonah's condition, made by our Lord, 
implies the same thing, for the body of Christ was never 
*in the heart of the earth,' but in a cave into which 
men could enter. It was the spirit of Jesus that * des- 
cended into the lower parts of the earth.' Only on the 
supposition that Christ's spirit during the three days was 
in Hades, and conscious, would it be appropriate to say 
that ' as Jonah was three days and three nights in the 
whale's belly, so shall the Son of Man be three days an4 
three nights in the heart of the earth.' 

The sixteenth Psalm is commonly and properly, in my 
opinion, considered to be a Messianic prophecy, but this 
fact furnishes no reason whatever for limiting its Ian* 
-guage altogether to Christ. David spoke of himself^ 
without doubt, when he expressed his conviction that 
'ivhile his 'flesh' should 'reist in hope,' (while his 
iDody would remain in the grave in hope of resurrection,) 
his spirit, the immaterial portion of him, would not be 
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for ever left in Sheol. Of Christ, ' the Holy One,' he 
declares God will not suffer Htm to see corruption. 
Of himself he is content to say, * Thou wilt show tne the 
path of life.' 

Again, in the forty-ninth Psalm, David, still speakings 
Of himself, exclaims, * God will redeem my soul front 
the power of Sheol, for He shall receive me.' He recog- 
nises the great fact, everywhere -taught in Scripture,- 
that whatever is predicted of, or promised to Christy 
belongs also in spirit to those who, as Chrisfs, are 
united to their Lord. 

Whatever might be David's expectations regarding 
the wicked, there can be little doubt that he himself 
hoped at death to enter upon a state of being, in which 
he would continue to enjoy that personal communion 
with God which had been die chief satisfaction of his^ 
mortal life. And is not this the hope of every Christian ? 
He will not, indeed, at death, enter upon fulness of joy, 
but it is inconceivable, — whatever may be the nature of 
his spirit's temporary abode, — that he will then find 
himself /«r/^r from God than he was on earth, or kss^ 
conscious of His everlasting love. 

That the Old Testament saints had not views relating 
to the future as clear and definite as those we have, or ought 
to have, is probable enough, since they had not the later 
revelations of Christ to comfort and enlighten theni ;. 
but it is pushing words too far when we conclude, from: 
certain expressions, that they had no light whatever oa 
the subject. 

Would it be wonderful to hear a modem Christiaa 
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say, ' The dead know not anything ' ? * Shall the 
dust praise thee? shall it declare Thy truth?' ^In 
death there is no remembrance of Thee. In the grave 
who shall give Thee thanks ? ' Would it be right or 
reasonable to infer that he who uttered such words /w«j/ 
be a mere materialist? Would it not be at least 
fairer to suppose that he thereby simply meant to im- 
press the importance of using the earthly life aright 
while it lasted ? 

The truth probably is, that while the chosen people, 
like the Patriarchs, had bright and blessed hopes for 
themselves personally, shadows, as a whole, hung over 
the tomb till Christ came and brought ' life and im- 
^tnortality to light/ Sheol often seems to have been to 
them a state of something like silence and darkness, and 
tn itself rather an object of aversion than of desire. 

The marvellous change which took place in this 
particular after the Lord's advent, — death being then 
€oveted rather than dreaded, — is itself conclusive evidence 
that in relation thereto, old things ' had passed away/ 
and all things had * become new.' 

The thoughtful author of Saturday Evening thus sums 
up his view of the teaching of the Old Testament on 
the point under consideration : — "The many dim phrases 
that are scattered over the surface of the Hebrew 
Scriptures, and of which the reader of modern versions 
takes little or no account ; but which make allusion to 
the invisible world, are all in harmony with the notion 
that, to the righteous, Sheol, or Hades, is a place of 
f)erpetual worship. 
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We read of the Fathers, ^They are gone into 
peace ; ' — they abide ' under the shadow of the Al- 
mighty ; ' who is * the dwelling-place ' of His people 
• through all generations : ' they remain in His secret 
-chamber (the Holy of Holies) ; they dwell in His 
Tabernacle; or ^ stand in His Pavilion/ — and are 
there * the expectants of Jehovah/ continually watching 
the movements of His hand. 

These expressions certainly do not seem compatible 
with supposed unconsciousness after death, and indicate 
a high probability at least that the Patriarchs and the 
earlier Jews believed in a life beyond the grave, and 
he/ore the resurrection. Certainty on the subject can, 
however, only be arrived at through a careful considera- 
tion of the later teaching of the Lord and of His 
Apostles. 
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VII. 

THE TIME OF OUR LORD. 
' To-day shalt thou he with me in Paradise.* 

[T is^ I think important to ascertain^ so far as maybe 
possible^ what the actual state of Jewish opinion^ 
relative to the condition of the human spirit after deaths 
really was be/ore the Advent of the Redeemer, becauise 
those who advocate the theory of the sleep of the soul 
prior to the resurrection, do so chiefly on the ground that- 
such is the teaching of the Old Testament Scriptures. 
They dwell much on what they suppose to be " the 
Bible usage of the word soul," denying the existence 
of any spirit apart from the body. 

Such persons, when they get to the New Testament^ 
cannot, of course, dispute the fact that Paul distinguishes 
between the soul and the spirit ; but they make the dis-^ 
tinction unimportant, if not unmeaning^ by telling us. 
that the spirit is " the animating breath of life ; '* the 
soul " the organization capable of being endowed with 
life, and performing its functions;" the body, •* the 
material elements which, ever changing, still, by their 
orderly arrangement, go to make up the organisa- 
tion." 
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If told, as they well may be, that on this showing 
man and the lower animals are on a level, they reply, 
—Does not Scripture tell us that * a man hath no pre- 
eminence above a beast ; as the one dieth, so dieth the 
other * (Eccl. iii, 19, 20) ? And again, ' Man that 
is in honour and understandeth not, is like the beasts 
that perish ' (Ps. xlix., 20). The only difference, say 
they, between the life of men and that of beasts is, — 
^*we are ultimately to live agaiuy they are not^ The spirit 
that is to ' return to God who gave it ' is " not a conscious 
being, but the breath of life," — and so on. 

Now if these writers interpret correctly, it is plain 
that the Jews must have held that a man has no con- 
scious existence between death and the resurrection. 
The best evidence, therefore, that can be adduced to 
show that their interpretation is a wrong one, is evidence 
of the fagt that the Jews held no such doctrine. I at- 
tach, then, considerable importance to everything that 
goes to show what really was the state of Jewish opinion 
on this subject prior to the coming of the Lord, 

Evidence that the Jews then believed in a separate 
state may, I think, be fairly gathered from that striking 
parable, — if it be a parable, — in which Jesus, availing 
Himself of prevailing ideas (which are nowhere corrected 
or dealt with as erroneous), speaks of Lazarus as quietly 
reclining on Abraham's bosom in the invisible world, 
and of Dives, as existing in another department of that 
world, sorrowing and restless. The state described is 
plainly enough not the eternal one. It is that into which 
the spirit enters immediately after death. The scene is 
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laid in" SheoV^ or, as it is called in the New Testament, 
Hades, 

This portion of scripture is usually thought to be a 
parable, but it is by no means certain that it was such. 
A great deal may be urged in favour of its being a 
narrvitve, '* Parables or similitudes," it has been well 
said. " are always taken from such regions of realities 
as are known to us, and start with something natural and 
earthly. But this is no comparison with any image 
borrowed from nature, or from any earthly relations, 
neither with any religious truth familiar to us. It does 
not present an image to our eyes which we might be 
able to compare with its substance ; because it presents 
not, like a parable, something familiar, but conducts 
us far beyond the boundaries of an earthly conception, to 
an existence entirely unknown to us, beyond it, and of which 
we want, not only all experience, but even plain ideas. '* 

Be this as it may, — ^whether parable or actual narra-» 
tive, — ^the lesson is the same. It clearly teaches that the 
godly soul is conscious after death, and Comforted, 
although not perfected in happiness. It is at rest, and 
dwelling in peace. It teaches further that, in this in- 
visible state, — in Hades, — there are two distinct spheres, 
one for the righteous, and one for the wicked ; that the 
wicked are sorrowing (tormented is not the right word) ; 
that they recollect their past life on earth ; and that 
they can feel for the spiritual condition of those they 
have left behind them ; all which necessarily implies the 
conscious life of the spirit when the body has turned to 
its original dust. 
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No lesson however could by this parable have been imparted 
io mm who supposed souls in Hades to be unconscious^ or 
that men slept in the grave till the last day. Yet nothing- 
can be clearer than that the machinery of the parable, 
if it be one, is Jewish. It must therefore have been 
constructed on the assumption that those to whom it 
was addressed believed thsit souls in Hades were conscious, 
and capable bodi of remembering and regretting the 
character of their earthly life. 

A similar impression is produced by the promise of 
Christ to the penitent thief on the cross, ' To-day thou 
shalt be with me in paradise.' Whatever opinions we 
tnay entertain as to the precise meaning of the word 

* paradise/ there can be no doubt whatever that it 
•conveyed to the malefactor thoughts of immediate joy 
and peace. He never thinks of asking, — Where, or 
what is paradise ? 

• The Lord does not say, — ' Thou shalt be with me in 
heaven/ for Christ did not ascend there until some time 
after; but * to-day thow shalt be with me in paradise,* 
— ^that is, in the invisible, where the happy dead are, 
and whither I go, in order to be like unto My brethren, 
and to exercise Lordship over all forms of existence. 

The evidence seems to me to strengthen in favour of 
the supposition that the Jews prior to, and during the 
residence of our Lord on earth, believed in the survival 
4»f the spint in the invisible world. 
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VIII. 

APOSTOLIC TESTIMONY. 
* Lord both of the dead and of the Uving.' 

HE teaching" of the Apostles regarding the point T 
am considering meets me both in the Gospels and 
In the Epistles. 

The firs^ passage I notice occurs in the Gospel of 
Matthew, in the account there given of the transfi^rar 
tion. — * ITure appeared unto them (J,e. to Peter, James, 
and John) Mosea and Eltas talking with Jesus? 

Whatever may be said as to the peculiar circum- 
stances imder which Elijah left earth, no one doubts that 
Moses diedf and was buried. * The Lord buried him/ 

" That was the noblest funeral 
That ever passed on earth/' 

Yet he here lives, and with Elias speaks to Christ.. 
His body is not raised, but, in some appropriate cloth- 
ing, his spirit appears and visibly communes with the* 
Saviour. If this does not imply its separate existence 
it is hard to say what can. 
True it was *a vision,' but it was not the less real 
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on that account. Christ was actually transfigured, and 
the two ancient Prophets actually appeared and con- 
versed with Him. How could they have done this if 
their spirits were slumbering" in the grave, for nothing 
whatever is said intimating that any kind of resurrec- 
tion had taken place. 

A second passage found there regarding Christ 
^eerns to me not less noticeable. * Father y into thy hands 
I commend my spirit,^ 

This utterance of the dying Redeemer clearly implies 
that His spirit did not die with His body. He com- 
mends it to God as something which could not enter 
into the grave, and in which, as Peter distinctly tells us, 
He, while the body lay dead, went and preached to the 
disobedient spirits of the men who perished in the flood. 
Now what was true of Christ in relation to the inde- 
pendent existence of the spirit, is true also of His 
brethren, — for He was made like unto them, — and 
they, like the dying Stephen, have, in every age when 
dying, commended their spirits to Him who had gone 
t)efore. 

A third, not only expressing the personal conviction 
of Paul, but affording a strong proof that the Jews 
believed in the survival of the spirit, is to be found in 
the language of St. Paul to Agrippa, — 'And now I 
stand and am judged for the hope of the promise made 
of God unto our fathers : unto which promise our twelve 
tribes, instantly serving Ood day and nighty hope to come * 
(Acts xxvi. 6, 7). What could be here meant short of 
expressing the conviction, — a conviction held in com.^ 



38 LIFE IN THE INVISIBLE. 



mon, — ^that the twelve tribes were, even then, serving- 
God in the invisible ? 

A fourth passage appears in the Epistle to the 
Romans, * For to this end Christ both dud and rose and 
revised J that he might he Lord loth of the dead and the 
living^ 

The meaning" seems to be, that He might exercise 
Lordship over both the dead and the living. Over 

* the deady by going into Hades, or the invisible world 
of spirits, and making Himself known to them there — 
which He did. Over ' the living ' by filling them with 
blessed hopes in His resurrection. How He could 
become * Lord of the dead,* if they were non-existent^ 
it is certainly not very easy to see. But all is plain if,— 
as the Apostle tells us is the case, — ' whether we live,, 
we live (by spiritual union) unto the Lord,* or 

* whether we die, we die unto the Lord,' by the con-^ 
iinuance in the separate state of the same blessed 
indwelling in Him. 

A. fifth is in the Epistle to the Philippians, where the 
Apostle says, ' To depart and to be with Christ is far 
better: 

To depart this life was, in Paul's estimation,, to be 
with Christ. But Christ lives. How could Paul be 
with Christ, if his spirit at death slept, and still sleeps,^ 
in the grave? Paul has not indeed ascended inta 
heaven, but he is with Christ nevertheless. Not with 
Him truly enough at the right hand of the Father,, 
but with Him in the same sense, as he was before death, 
—although probably under happier circumstances^— - 
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rendering him more conscious of the Saviour's presence 
than could be the case while he was on earth. 

That Christ is the light, the life, the joy of the in- 
visible to His people none can doubt. If it were not so, 
it could not be ' better to depart.' Were it otherwise, 
death could not be ^gain.' Surely it is far more 
desirable to serve the Lord nmuy however imperfectly, 
and to have Him spiritually dwelling with us and in us, 
however trying our lot, than to be in utter unconscious- 
ness, senseless as the clods of the valley. 

It is not an easy thing even to imagine diat Paul 
would have thought it a better and happier thing to die 
than to be glorifying the Saviour on the earth, if he 
could have supposed that he was not to be with Christ, 
but to be practically non-existent for two thousand 
years or more. This never was his thought when he 
wrote those emphatic words, ' To me to live is Christ, 
and to die is gain,'* 

His own experience contradicts the supposition ; for 
he tells us elsewhere that he himself had been ' caught 
up into paradise,' and heard words which it was not 
lawful to repeat : evidently pointing, as Bishop Bull 
says, to '* a world where mysteries may be heard and 
learned far surpassing the reach of frail mortality.'* 

A sixth passage may be found in the Epistle to 
the Thessalonians, ' Whether we wake or sleep we live 
together with him.' 

This text which asserts that whether we live or die, 
we live together with Christ, seems,— for the Apostle is 
speaking only of believers,— to indicate very clearly 
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that the communion of saints is unceasing. We have 
fellowship with Christ on earth. They have equal if 
not closer fellowship with Him while in the invisible. 
All live together with Him. 

We shrink, and rightly, from the Romish doctrine of 
the intercession of Saints, for we need no other inter- 
cessor than Christ, but we need not therefore deny our 
communion with the holy dead in spiritual worship. 
They may, or may not be cognizant of our circum- 
stances on earth. They may be in total ignorance as 
to what is befalling us. But our prayers, like sweet in- 
cense, blend with theirs before the throne, and we have 
communion with them not unlike that which friends on 
earth have, who, however separated by distance, or 
however ignorant of each other's abode, yet meet before 
the throne of grace, and so, even apart, live together 
with their Lord. 

Death does not destroy this union of spirits. Place 
has nothing to do with it. We live in Him. 

'* The Church on earth, and all the dead, 
But one communion make ; 
All join in Christ, their living Head, 
And of His grace partake." 

A common faith, a common hope, and a common 
love, noru) unite all generations of believers from Adam 
downwards, and will do so for evermore. 

A seventh passage I find in the first Epistle to Peter, — 
* By which (Spirit) he went and preached to the spirits 
in prison.' 
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Why did Christ do this ? Peter answers, ' For thh 
-cause was the Gospel preached also to them that are 
<iead, that they might be judged according to men in 
the flesh, but live according to God in the Spirit.' The 
connection between the verses at the close of the third 
chapter and those in the beginning of the fourth is too 
obvious to need proof. 

The explanation so commonly given, namely, that 
they mean "Christ by His Spirit, through Noah, 
preached the Gospel to the Antediluvian World '' has 
been obviously suggested only to get rid of a supposed 
difficulty. It is neither more nor less than a strained 
and unnatural interpretation. Taken in its plain, na- 
tural, and obvious sense this passage seems to me to 
settle the question as to the soul's survival of the body. 

Further, in the Apocalypse * Death and Hades ' are 
spoken of as separate things. , Christ, it is said, has the 
keys of each. He can liberate the body, by resurrection, 
from the grave, and the spirit from the prison of Hades> 
whose * bars ' He has * broken.' 

The appearance, too, of the * souls under the altar ' 
he/ore the resurrection, crying, ' How long, O Lord,' and 
receiving ' white robes,' in which they are bidden to 
•* rest,' unquestionably indicates life in the invisible. In 
another place the departed are spoken of as ' blessed* 
since * they rest from their labours and their works do 
follow them,' — not assuredly to corruption and forget- 
fulness. The words certainly seem to imply conscious 
rest and conscious satis/action in what they have been 
permitted by the grace of God to do, when on earth, 
for His glory. 
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IX. 

OCCUPATIONS OF THE BLEST. 
* They all Uve unto God.* 

^lL^aving found that /here ts an Intermediate State 
Oie-j-^ where believers, clothed in some appropriate 
ethereal vehicle, waif for the final triumph of the 
Redeemer ; that this conclusion rests on the direct 
teaching of Scripture; that entrance into this state 
succeeds to death instantaneously ; and, that the condi- 
tion of the soul there while peaceful, is not one of perfect 
happiness, I desire now, — although it can be but 
conjectural, — to reflect, in the light of Scripture, on the 
possible intention of God in establishing this Intermediate 
State for the believer ; and on the probable part it will 
have in the advancement of his character. 

There is a valuable paper in Isaac Taylor's 
" Saturday Evening " on this subject, in which, while 
considering the unseen world as one " in which the 
rudiment of human nature alone survives, and active 
powers, as well as wants are suspended," it is remarked^ 
*^ This season of denudation must certainly possess a 
character altogether unlike that which precedes, or that 
which follows it." " The rudimentary and, at the same 
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time, ultimate principle of our nature is," it is observed^ 
*' found in the affections and moral emotions, which are 
not, like our other faculties, subservient to some ulterior 
purpose." " It is upon these y therefore, the soul may 
repose ; " for if " when the connexion with matter is 
dissolved, an immediate consciousness is to be had of 
the Divine Presence, there can be no more room left for 
mixed or ambiguous moral sentiments." 

" If we might speak " he says, " for a moment of that 
state of "^hich death is the introduction, as a stage in^ 
the NATURAL HISTORY OF MAN, WO should presume it to be 
a season of germination, during which preparations are 
going on for a new construction of the elements of life,. 
to more advantage, or on a more expanded model. 

**If the spiritualand the physical parts of our nature 
are to be thus severed, and to be held in disunion during 
an extended period, and yet are afterwards to be recom- 
posed, it would seem probable that the spiritual part 
which survives, will then be occupied in bringing to 
maturity, some of those powers, or in cherishing those 
habits that were most obstructed by the movements of 
the physical machinery which falls to the dust ; or, in 
other words, that a new balance of powers of human 
nature is contemplated, for which preparation must be 
made by allowing a long and uninterrupted play to 
certain faculties, as freed from others. 

'*The separate spirit is then, on this supposition, to be 
thrown upon the play of its affections, whether these 
be benign or malign, pure or depraved, and it is more- 
over to be thrown upon them in presence of objects of 
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the most stupendous magnitude. ... To die is to 
<:ome denuded of all but conscience into the open pre- 
sence of the Holy One." 

Another, and not less interesting view has been pre- 
sented by Dr. Van Ulrich Maywahlen, who thinks he 
sees in Christ's preaching to the " spirits in prison " an 
indication of His will that the Gospel should be preached 
in Hades to the inumerable millions of heathens who 
have departed this life without having even heard the 
name of Christ ; that in fact, " Our Saviour, during His 
sojourn in the lower world, instituted a continual ministry 
there, in order that the light, power, and consolations 
of the Gospel might be brought to all." Then *that 
which had not been told them shall they see, and that 
which they had not heard shall they consider ' (Isa. 

lii. IS). 

Further he observes, "As in nature everything arrives 
but gradually at maturity, even so can the human spirit 
advance but step by step to a higher degree of felicity ; 
for the strongest mind of man would not he ahU to hear 
the sudden transition from this vale of tears to the pre- 
sence of the throne of God." 

" The Intermediate State, an agreeable and peaceful 
abode, affords the believer an opportunity for undis- 
turbed recollection and self-examination ; for a deeper 
insight into the most secret dispositions and desires of 
his soul ; and for a gradual completion of his own 
sanctification. Every inclination and disposition still 
remaining and drawing him away from God, as also 
-everything which hindered man heretofore to give 
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himself entirely and unreservedly up, with all he is and 
has to his Saviour, — will thus be gradually overcome. 
All this will, I doubt not, be accomplished in the Inter- 
mediate State." 

Mr. Isaac Taylor seems to have entertained similar 
ideas to those of Dr. Maywahlen as to the necessity of 
something like preparation for entrance into the Divine 
presence : when speaking of the Invisible World, he 
meditates on the soul of man as being there, amid ex- 
citements of overwhelming force, ^^ quiescent in regard to 
what mooes it to wonder or tears^ and nakedly sensitive to 
the Moral Quality of what it beholds." Human nature,, 
he thinks " thus reduced to its most simple element, will 
then exist in one mood only, — that of an intense con- 
sciousness of its own moral condition." 

He goes on to say : " The author of the Epistle to- 
the Hebrews favours, by obscure intimations, as well as 
by the purport of his argument, the Jewish opinion that 
the tabernacle, and the worship established by Moses 
in the Arabian desert, was a symbolic model of the in- 
visible economy of spirits. In framing it, Moses was^ 
commanded to keep in mind in every particular * the 
pattern (model) showed him in the mount.' The 
worship of the world of spirits is declared to be subjected 
to the conditions of the mediatorial scheme. Christ * lived 
and died and revived.' — that is to say, passed in due 
course over all the ground of human existence, that He 
might, as an experienced leader, ' exercise dominion both 
over the dead and the living,' " 

The effect that may be produced by an intermediate 
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state on those who enter it, is thus expressed : ** It may 
well be believed that the human spirit, diseng-aged from 
animal organization, becomes conscious of God in a 
manner that leaves no room thenceforward either for 
testimony in proof of the g^reat truth, or for argument. 
It is reasonable to believe that the state after death will 
be one of advancement in relation to the sensible or 
rather unambiguous perception of the Divine Being. . 

. . Analogy ^yould lead us to suppose that, if the 
conviction we now possess of the reality of the external 
world be strong, — so strong that we never seriously 
entertain a doubt of it, the future consciousness of the 
Divine existence, — the knowledge of His presence will 
l>e incomparably more vivid and more potent." 

Mr. Heard,* while differing in some particulars from 
these views holds, regarding the Intermediate State, 
that it is one of those lost truths of the Bible which it is 
to the credit of our age to have rediscovered and 
restored to its right importance. 

** We do not, of course,'' he says, ''understand this 
subject in all its bearings, and never shall on this side 
the grave. Whether salvation is reached forth to any 
there, who have never heard the Gospel here is a 
matter of private opinion, in which we may indulge the 
hope, without committing ourselves to any strong state- 
ment on either side. 

*' It may be, — and it is a mystery probably as much 

* In his now well-known and valuable book '* The Tripartite 
l^ature of Man. By the Rev. J. P. Heard, M.A." 
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hidden from us as the salvation of the Gentiles was hid- 
den from the Jews, — that God has purposes of mercy 
in store for those who have not wilfully hardened their 
hearts and sinned against the Holy Ghost. We are 
not to argue, from our ignorance of the plan of this 
future salvation, its impossibility. This was the mistake 
of the Jews with regard to the election of the Gentiles.'* 

Such are the replies of thoughtful men to those who 
fancy that an intermediate state could answer no practi- 
cal end in the future of either the world or the Church. 

Reviewing the whole, I cannot but conclude that the 
soul does not sleep till the day of resurrection. I rest 
satisfied in the conviction that it lives in the invisible, 
waiting for the second advent of the Lord, for all will 
be incomplete and imperfect until that great and crown- 
ing event is consummated. The believer and his Lord 
are to be glorified together. 

The modern doctrine about departed saints mingling 
with the angels, joining in their praises, and harping 
with their harps, was, in the primitive Church, neither 
accepted nor esteemed. Individuals indeed there were 
who held it, and on this ground among others, denied 
the resurrection, affirming that it was ' passed already,' 
having, as they alleged, practically taken place at the 
death of each believer ;• but these are spoken of only as 
having overthrown the faith of some, and are evidently 
regarded as persons to be avoided or rebuked. 

Justin Martyr remark^, ** It is the doctrine of heretical 
persons to say that the blessed, instantly upon the sepa- 
ration from their bodies, enter into the highest heaven.'* 
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Tbe Ccurril ct Tr^sz Sessw ser. ■ 3xa5f as the faun* 
dadoti :t ihe isrcxaracL oc ibe sofixcs cSepsrted* tfattt 
they -do =gw reiga wfci Cbrbc aad eaf oy esaemal 
feScity in heavTcn.'^ P=e sscssccy of Scqpcare faov- 
ever is clear. Not zH ±e brer seal cxne viiesi 'all 
that ar^ ia rhe graves srar hear His vofce,' w31 Christ 
reward every ziaa acconfr^T ^ ^ worfck 

To ±ose who hold ±e ccctrary iheory. bach ibe 
Rescrecroa and the Day of J'jdgraea: seem needless; 
for if a man at death enters ehher upon absotae joy or 
indescribable sorrow, what place can be Knnd for athar? 
Yet the author of the Epistle ro the Hebrews assures- 
us that * f^er d^aih ■ there is a judgraenr. and Raul 
distinctly asserts that ' God hath appoinied a day in 
which he will judge the world by that man vrtiocn He 
hath ordained.' The second coming- of Christ, in like 
manner, ceases under die drcuntstances to be regarded 
either as revealed or desirable. 

Evidence that these consequences foOow the denial 
of an intermediate state is, I fear, to be found in an ex* 
tended persuasion at the present day. that die resurrec- 
tion spoken of in Scripture is a spiritual one : that na 
g^eat day of assize is in the future : and that aD that is 
said in the Bible about the coming again of Christ must 
be understood figuratively. Any other interpretation, say 
these persons, i>artakes of Judaism, degrades the 
Redeemer, and takes us back to the * beggarly elements * 
of the old econcMny. 

And yet the fact is that nowhere in Scripture is 
Heaven spoken of as the abode of the believer. 
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There, indeed, our ' inheritance among them that are 
sanctified * is deposited (Acts xx., 32); our * treasure' 
is there (Matt, v., 20); our * names' are * written' 
there (Luke x., 30); our * reward ' is there (Matt, v., 
12); the * crown of righteousness ' is laid up there (a 
Tim. iv., 8); but our final home is not there ; for * the 
house' with which we are to be * clothed upon/ al- 
though, as yet, by a figure, spoken of as* in the heavens,* 
and declared to be * eternal ' in character, is to be a 
house ^/rom heaven ' (2 Cor. v., 2) ; and * the holy 
city, the new Jerusalem,' is to come down from God 
out ^heaven (Rev. xxi., 10). The point always for- 
gotten is, the perpetual humanity of many so clearly 
indicated in the incarnation of the Redeemer, and in 
the fact that He ascended in His human body to His 
Father and to our Father, to His God and to our 
God. 

I cannot for myself doubt that the invisible world is a 
sort of upper school for the believer, in which he will 
learn what he could not learn while on earth. And if 
this be so, a residence in the world of spirits would seem 
all but indispensable to the perfection of character, and 
to fitness for that still higher life which is to be entered 
upon after the resurrection. 

How the lapse of time will be marked there we know 
not. There will be no signs in the heavens by which 
to note its passage, and probably no night there. Time 
may therefore seem to pass away with a swiftness that 
to us is inconceivable. If our happiest hours on earth 
are those which seem to fly with tfie greatest rapidity. 
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why should not the sense of nearness to perfect bliss be 
vivid or otherwise in proportion to the moral state of 
each individual ? If it be so, to one, years will be as 
hours, while to another they may be as weeks or months 
are to us. 

That saints, in such a condition, may interchange 
thoughts and words of love and wisdom seems taught 
us by the relationship between Lazarus and Abraham, 
and perhaps not less so by the conversation of Moses 
and Elias with Christ on Mount Tabor. Indeed some 
such intercourse between ourselves and those who have 
instrumentally formed our characters on earth would 
seem almost essential to that sense of identity which is 
needful to make the discipline of this world effectual in 
the invisible for further growth in goodness. 

That the invisible world is to every believer a fore- 
taste of everlasting blessedness may safely be assumed ; 
but it by no means follows that it is a world oi equal 
happiness to all. We may recognize there our departed 
Christian friends ; nay, we may enjoy their society, and 
yet, by the intercourse, be led only the more deeply to 
regret the wasted opportunities of earth. We may be 
but outer-court worshippers, and they may be in the 
holiest of all. When they rejoice, we may sometimes 
have to weep. When they reap the reward of their 
faith and devotedness, we may be suffering by deprivation 
the just recompense of our inconsistency and folly. For 
some will be * saved so as by fire.' 

Growth may indeed be anticipated for all; since 
much that once greatly hindered will be withdrawn for 
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•ever. No more will the body be a drag upon the soul. 
No more will it be the occasion of irritability or evil 
desire. No more will its necessities chain us to the 
material, or bring us weariness and anxiety. But the 
rate of progress may be very different. For if it be true 
that human nature in its present form is only the rudi- 
ment of a more extended existence, we can hardly do 
otherwise than assume that the future must be so 
involved in our present constitution as to be affected 
by it in every step and stage of its advancement. 

If then * wood, hay, and stubble,' which has been 
reared on a good foundation will, in the invisible, have 
to be separated from the more precious materials which 
constitute the solid and enduring in Christian character, 
it follows of course that while some^ happily uniting the 
past with the present, may be able to sing, and with a 
far deeper meaning than that of David. * One thing 
have I always desired of the Lord, that I might dwell 
in the house of the Lord all the days of my life ; and 
now I see his beauty and enquire in his temple ; ' others^ 
unable thus to harmonize the state they have left with 
that on which they have entered, will have to unlearn 
much on which they once prided themselves, and pain- 
fully to get rid of more whidh, had they been wise, 
would never have been allowed to gather about them. 

Such as I imagine, is Hades or the invisible world, 
in relation to the believer ; and nothing in Scripture, I 
think, forbids us to suppose that what has been ad- 
vanced is mainly true ; that while the world of which 
we speak is but preparatory to higher blessedness, and 
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probably to more active employments, it is nevertheless- 
a world of peace, of reflection, and of improvement ; a 
state of communion with God, not less than of fellowship^ 
with men ; a paradise, the value of which in relation to 
our eternal destiny we shall probably never understand,, 
and certainly never adequately appreciate, till we are 
permitted to enter it ourselves. 

So far as we have any means of ascertaining,, 
the Primitive Christians would never seem to .have 
doubted for a single instant, the consciousness of the 
dead. All the difficulties now felt in relation thereto 
are of comparatively modern date, and the fruit of 
speculation rather than of Scriptural inquiry. 

The notion that it is practically the same thing^ 
whether we sleep in the grave or awaken at once to- 
communion with God, will not bear examination. 

If Paul fell asleep when he died, and slumbers still,, 
waiting for the resurrection, what difference it is said 
can it make as to the fact of long delay before he is with* 
Christ, since he is insensible to the passage of time ? 

The reply is, — Can it be imagined that he would have 
written, as he has done, about his desire to depart that 
he might be with Christ, if it had ever entered his mind 
that he should remain for two thousand years in utter 
unconsciousness before the desired union would take- 
place % 

What Paul actually experienced when in that 
rapture which carried him in spirit to Paradise, he was 
not able to say whether he was in the body or out of 
th^ body, we have no means of knowing ; but that it 
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was a foreshadowing, if not an actual foretaste of the 
Jblessedness of that invisible world into which his spirit 
entered at death can scarcely be doubted. He must 
have known by that experience, far more than we do, 
-what it is to be absent from the body, and present with 
;the Lord. 
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THE SECOND ADVENT. 
* Behold I come quickly.* 

>NE day, in the course of my Churchyard rambles, 
I unexpectedly stumbled upon a friend whom I 
had not seen for many years. I found him full of the 
doctrine of the Second Advent. 

He introduced the subject by observing that he 
thought it a most extraordinary omission at the Confer- 
ence of Evangelical Christians, held some little time 
ago in New York, that no reference whatever should 
have been made to a doctrine which, if true, would, one 
might naturally expect take precedence of all others, 
both on account of its vast importance and practical 
character. 
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* What struck me most of all/ he observed, was the 
entire absence of any allusion to this great event as a 
matter either to be anticipated or thought of. Nothing 
that passed at any of the meetings, brought before 
the Assembly for a single instant even the possibiliiy of 
any return of Christ in the clouds of heaven.' 

* And how do you account for this,' I said. These were 
godly men, Americans, English, French, Germans, 
Italians, Spaniards, and Dutch ; all, or very nearly all 
of them ministers of the Gospel, of high standing and 
much experience ; and yet, according to you, not one 
of them seemed to believe that the return of the 
Redeemer was, in any sense whatever, the hope of the 
Church, or will be a response to the groans of a sin- 
stricken world ] ' 

* I can only account for it,' he replied mournfully, * by 
the supposition that faith in the second advent of the 
Lord is dying out even among the children of God ; that 
many who held that doctrine a few years ago, do not 
hold it now ; that even firm believers in Scripture have 
come to say * Since the Fathers fell asleep all things 
continue as they were from the foundation of the 
world.' 

A strange state of things without question ; unaccount-. 
able, although predicted ; mysterious, though foreseen. 

I told him I thought that various hindrances to belief 
in the Second Advent would have to be removed before 
the evil he lamented could be met, especially such as 
arose from these expectations being intermingled with 
doubtful propositions and speculations regarding thQ 
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Millennium. * Why, said I, should the great and all im- 
portant truth of the return of Christ be embarrassed by 
another question with which it certainly has no neces- 
sary connection 1 ' 

*My own conviction/ I added, *is that until those 
who hold to the second advent consent to separate that 
hope from everything else, and unite, as one man, in 
maintaining it on the Lord*s authority alone f without mixing 
up his direct statements either with the erroneous expec- 
tations of the Thessalonians, with the restoration and 
future condition of the Jews, or with Calvinistic theology, 
they will never succeed in awakening the Churches 
generally to a sense of its importance. What I con* 
sider to be needful therefore is, a rsconsidsration of 

THE DOCTRINE OF THE SeCOND AdVENT, IN THE LiGHT OF 

Christ's Words alone." 

* Think over these things,' I said, *and let us meet 
here to-morrow and pursue the subject.' 

* I shall be most happy,' he rejoined, * to do so.' With 
this understanding we parted. 
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II. 

DIFFICULTIES IN INTERPRETATION. 
* Where is the promise of his coming.^ 




Y friend opened the subject afresh when we met 
again by remarking that he had given much 
attention to what I had advanced, and that he felt at 
liberty to avow his accordance with what I had said. 

This encouraged me to proceed further ; and I then 
told him that two or three texts of Scripture, apparently 
relating to Christ's second coming, had often greatly per- 
plexed me, as they seemed to run counter to what 
otherwise would appear to be the unmistakeable testi- 
mony of Scripture. 

* The first,' I said, is the declaration made by our 
Lord in these words, ' Ye shall not have gone over the 
■cities of Israel till the Son of man be come/ The 
second is like unto it, * Verily I say unto you there be 
some standing here which (owing to lengthened life) 
shall not taste of death till they see the Son of Man 
<X)ming in his kingdom.* The question I often ask 
myself is, — How ought they to be intepreted ? 

So far as I know, the advocates of the pre-millenial 
xidvent, of whom the late Dean Alford was a dis- 
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tinguished one, — say, like their adversaries, that the 
passages in question refer to the destruction of Jerusa-- 
lem, that [event being* regarded as typical of the final: 
coming of the Lord. 

Alford says that Matthew (xvi. 28) cannot refer to 
the Transfiguration which follows, for that could in no 
sense be named * the Son of man coming in His king- 
dom.' Stier says the text cannot refer to the great 
ultimate coming of Christ, because it implies (although 
this is by no means clear), that those who witnessed it 
would taste of death after they had seen it, and Meyer 
is blamed for holding that the passage refers to the 
actual coming of the Son of Man, but that it failed as a 
prophecy because the Lord Himself was ignorant of 
the time of his return. *Is it possible,' says Alford^ 
that Christ should have uttered a determinate and 
solemn prophecy regarding a matter of which he was 
confessedly ignorant ? ' a prophecy, it may be added,, 
which, if understood of the actual coming, events have 
certainly failed to verify. 

These considerations are supposed to justify the con- 
clusion that in the passages quoted " Christ refers to the 
full manifestation of His kingdom by the annihilation of 
the Jewish polity." I cannot, however, but feel that this 
is a forced interpretation, and little better than a mere 
fancy ; for it is quite unauthorised by Scripture. There 
the fall of Jerusalem is never spoken of either as a 
* coming ' of Christ, or as typical of that event. 

Nor, as a fact, did the fall of that city lead to the 
^full manifestation of the kingdom/ either among Jews 
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•or Gentiles. All that it led to was the rapid develop- 
ment of errors and corruptions which prepared the way 
for the manifestation of the Mystery of Iniquity. 

The Lord Jesus, in the twenty-fourth chapter of Mat- 
thew, does indeed predict the ruin of Jerusalem before 
that generation had quite passed away, and He speaki 
at the same time of His Second Advent. But He never 
connects the two events, or reg^ards the one as t3rpical 
of the other. His object rather seems to be to prevent 
the confusion of the two ; to warn the disciples against 
the supposition, — a very natural one, — that the passing 
away of the Jewish dispensation was an indication that 
the end of all things was at hand. 

The notion that the fall of Jerusalem was a coming 
of Christ would never, I believe, have been entertained 
for a moment, had not the difficulty of interpreting the 
texts now under our notice pressed heavily on com- 
mentators. 

Further, I cannot but say to myself, * What does this 
interpretation involve ? What does it necessarily lead 
to ? ' Clearly this :— If in the instances referred to, the 
■coming of the Lord in the glory of His Father with the 
holy angels, may be understood figuratively, or 
' spiritually,' as it is termed, the same principle in inter ^ 
pretation must, in common consistency, be applied to 
every text which speaks of the coming of Christ. And 
this has been done until the expectation of Christ's actual 
return in the clouds of heaven has all but died out. 

Nothing to my mind can be clearer than that the 
first Christians, in all these passages, understood the 
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Lord to speak of His own actual Advent, The Thessa- 
lonians, in particular, were so persuaded of the immi- 
nence of that event, that Paul was obliged to warn 
them against being led into the error of supposing that 
they might with impunity neglect present duty. Never- 
theless, they continued, like the Apostle himself, and in 
common with the whole Primitive Church, to dwell on 
' the coming ' as their great hope, and they all died 
firmly believing that a few years would bring it about. 
Yet the Saviour came not, nor is He come yet, although 
eighteen hundred years have passed away. 

* I think, I have now my friend fully given you to 
understand what my state of mind is on this subject, 
and I may add that personal experience has taught me 
how wrong it is to say that those who cannot accept 
the doctrine you hold so firmly, do not wish to believe 
it.' 

The reply I got was brief, and if I may say so, philo- 
logical in character. * May not,' he said, * your diffi- 
<:ulty be removed, if it can be shown, as I think it may, 
that the translation of the verses you have quoted, is 
defective. The words, * Till the Son of Man be come,' 
and the phrase, * shall not taste of death ' ought, in 
the opinion of many, to be read thus :— the first, * Till 
the Son of Man may come,' and the second, may not 
taste of death, — uncertainty being in both cases im- 
plied.' 

' I accept this reading,' he said, * partly because it is 
admitted by scholars that* in the Greek subjunctive there 
is ever lurking some sort of indeterminateness or contin- 
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gency, — that the subjunctive mood implies contin- 
gency;'* and partly because it removes the painful 
idea that our Lord predicted an)rthing' of which He 
was ignorant, and which therefore did not come to pass/ 
^ Now it is difficult to see how this distressing thought 
can be avoided, if, accepting His own word, * Of that 
day And that hour,' — the exact, or approximate time o{ 
the Second Advent — knoweth no man, no not the angels 
)vhich are in Heaven, neither the son, but the Father.* 
I say, if accepting this statement, we yet suppose that 
He positively declared that some of the disciples should 
not taste of death till that event took place, or that 
others should not have gone over the cities of Israel 
before He came, we are obliged to conclude that He 
was mistaken. No wonder that under such circum- 
stances the prophecy has been supposed to refer to the 
destruction of Jerusalem, forced as such an interpreta- 
tion is. 

The whole difficulty vanishes if only we are permitted 
to read His words as implying contingency, for they 
then simply associate uncertainty as to time with certainty 
as to the event. And they teach further the duty of 

* " The subjunctive, says Donaldson (Greek Gram. 3rd ed., 
p. 546), was originally a determinate tense like the future, and 
signified the probable occurrence of something after the time of 
speaking," Elsewhere (p. 172), he freely renders -the subjunctive 
StZiti I am likely to give. In practice this determinable proba- 
bability becomes an indeterminate contingency of whatever kind, 
to be gathered from context and circumstances.'* (See Introd. to 
Jlotherham's New Testament, newly translated.-— i^a^j/^r^ 
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Christians in relation to *the Coming-' to be always 
watchful and always expecting it. 

This avowal of ignorance by Christ as to the time of 
His re-appearance is very remarkable. There is 
nothing like it elsewhere. The mere fact, however, 
that He made such a declaration, forbids us, as I think, 
to hold that the texts you have stumbled at are deter- 
minate and solemn prophecies. 

The same remark he added, applies to another text 
which you have not mentioned, but which has been the 
subject of much controversy, — 'This generation ♦ shall 
not pass till these things be fulfilled,' words which are 
immediately followed by a declaration that ' of that 
day and hour,' — exact or approximate time, — knoweth 
no man, no, not the angels of Heaven.' 

What we have always to keep in mind is that * the 
times and the seasons ' God has reserved ; a truth 
which, had it been remembered, would have preser\'ed 
us from a host of idle speculations regarding the dates 
given in the apocalypse, dates which are obviously given 

* It is needless to go into the controversy which has arisen as to 
the precise meaning of the word ytvta. It certainly seems to be 
used somewhat vaguely, as e.g.. Matt. xvii. 1 7, where our Lord speaks 
of His disciples as a 'faithless and perverse generation.' He 
could not there meaji that they were such, as distinguished from any 
previous generation of men. Nor have we any reason to suppose 
that the Pharisees of that day were * a generation of vipers ' in 
any sense which marked them out as worse than their predecessors. 
If we, colloquially speaking, say of the people around us, * They 
are a perverse generation,' we do not mean to imply that those who 
lived thirty or fifty years before them were not so. 

E 
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not to reveal what God has concealed, but to teach us 
that all things will come in their appointed order. 

* Let me then, when we meet again ask you to consider 
what is really said on this subject both in the Gospel 
and the Epistles.' 
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IIL 

THE WORDS OF THE LORD. 
* My words shall not pass away.* 



i 




HE first text,' said my friend, when we renewed 
our conversation, that announces the advent, 
is in the form of a distinct declaration from the lips of 
Jesus Himself, — *The Son of Man shall come in the 
glory of His Father, with His angels, and then He 
shall reward every man according to his works.' 

The literality of so explicit a communication as this 
would probably never have been questioned, but for 
what follows : ' Verily I say unto you there be some 
standing here which shalt not taste of death till they 
see the Son of Man coming in His Kingdom.' 

Some think the transfiguration is here pointed at, be- 
cause * six days after ' the statement was made, Peter 
and John were, on the Mount, ' eye witnesses ' of the 
majesty of Jesus, but this surely was not Christ coming 
*in His Kingdom.' 

Nor is it likely that He would speak of an event so 
near as one that would be witnessed before their death. 
His language would then have been, as on other occa- 
sions, *not many days hence.' Further, the transfi- 

E 2 
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guration was spoken of by Christ Himself as only a 

* vision ' manifesting His glory. 

I have already told you how, I think, the words- 
' shall not taste of death,' should be interpreted, viz., 

* may not taste,' expressing a possibility which it was- 
of the utmost importance should always be before the 
minds of the disciples. They might live to see the 
coming spoken of, biit whether it would or would not 
occur so soon, we are plainly told was not known even 
to Christ Himself. The uncertainty in question, like- 
that which belongs to the duration of any given life^ 
continually proclaims the warning, * Be ye also ready.' 

A second passage, without fixing any time for the- 
advent, intimates what must precede the * coming.' 

* This Gospel of the Kingdom shall be preached in all 
the world for a witness unto all nations ; and then shall 
the end come.' 

The chapter in which this statement occurs is alto- 
gether a remarkable one. The Lord had said of the^ 
Temple that a time would come when not one stone 
should be left upon another. The disciples ask Him 
privately when that overthrpw should take place ? and 
what would be the sign of His coming, and the end of 
the world ? — these things being, in their minds, insepar- 
able. Christ warns them against this delusion. He 
then speaks of the destruction of Jerusalem. After this 
He gives them, in distinction from what had preceded, the 
characteristics of * the coming.' (i.) It will be swift as 
the lightning. (2. ) It .will be marked by the darkening of 
the sun, moon, and stars, eclipsed by the glory of the: 
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Advent. (3.) The spectacle will produce universal 
terror. (4.) There will be the gathering* of the elect. 
These are the infallible signs of the Lord's approach. 

The third text, and a most remarkable one, is Christ's 
memorable reply to the High Priest, — 'Hereafter 
ishall ye see the son of man sitting on the right hand of 
power, and coming in the clouds of heaven.' 

The exclamation of Caiaphas sufficiently indicates 
that Christ was literally understood. The High Priest 
rent his clothes, saying, * He hath spoken blasphemy,* 
•and the people respond, * He is guilty of death.' 

Such is the testimony of the Lord Himself regarding 
flis second coming, and it is impossible that it should 
have been more explicit. At last angels testify, * This 
same Jesus which is taken up from you into heaven, 
shall so come in like manner as ye have seen Him go 
into heaven.' 

Luke, I notice, records a conversation, not given by 
Matthew or Mark, to this effect : * When He was de- 
manded of the Pharisees when the Kingdom of God 
should come. He answered them, and said, * The King- 
dom of God Cometh not with observation,' — that is, 
you will not be able to observe its approach. * Neither 
shall they say, Lo I here, or, lo I there ; for behold the 
Kingdom of God is within you ' (Marg. : * among you '), 
3. saying which He immediately explains to His disciples 
by adding, * As the lightning that lighteneth out of one 
.part under heaven shineth unto the other part under 
heaven ; so shall the Son of Man be in His day.' 

In the nineteenth chapter, the parable of the noble- 
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man gomg into a £ir country to receive ftH* himself a. 
Kingdom, and to return, is said to have been spoken 
'because they thought that the Kingdom oi God 
should immediately appear/ The intent is obvious. It 
teaches that considerable delay may be expected, and 
it connects the ' coming ' with the manifestation of ' the 
Kingdom of God' 

Beyond this we have no words of our Lord to which 
we can appeal. But surely that which we have is 
enough. Need it be added that Christ invariably speaks^ 
of His return as the great and crowning event of the 
earth's history; the termination to which all other 
things point, and to which everything else is absolutely 
subservient. 

How comes it to pass, then — ^for it is a fact, explain^ 
it as we may — that many Christian men still, in their 
hear is f doubt or deny ? and still regulate their lives on 
the assumption that Christianity was intended rather to- 
purify and sanctify the world that now is, than to take 
out of it a people prepared to rule, to teach, and to 
adorn truth in another state of existence? The Apostles 
certainly did not so look on things. They never neglect 
to urge the Lord's return upon their converts. Paul,. 
In writing to the Gentiles, continually refers to it. The 
chief error to be avoided is one which has always pre- 
vailed, and still prevails — an undue eagerness to get 
hold of something or other that may be regarded as 
pointing to the approximate period of the Advent. 
Men are constantly forgetting that this is positively 
reserved^ that it is a secret thing belonging only to God. 
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Hence, comes our unceasing* debates regarding- the 
Woman of the Apocalypse, and our ever-varying inter- 
pretations of the mystic dates given regarding her rise 
and fall. Hence, also the theory of one party that a 
period of peace and spiritual prosperity, lasting, at 
least, a thousand years, must intervene before Christ's 
return, and, by reaction, that of another, to the effect 
that we ought to expect the great event every day — a 
notion as unreasonable and unreal as it would be to say 
that, because we know not the day of our own death, 
we ought to expect to die every day. 

We have no business to expect either the one or the 
other. Let us be content to know that God, for infinitely 
wise and good reasons, has concealed both. Let us, 
above all things, guard against the habit of looking 
upon the return of Christ to earth as something ridiculous, 
or of associating the thought with mere caricature, or 
with anything grotesque. A little consideration may, 
perhaps, lead us to see that the return is involved in 
THE Incarnation. 

Here we parted, resolving however to meet once 
more and finish our pleasant discussion. 
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IV. 

ECHOES IN SCRIPTURE. 
* Be ye also ready.* 

»HE direct statements of the Lord, said my friend, 
when we met for the last time, — for such it was 
literally, since I saw him no more, — are echoed so to 
speak both in His parables and in His conversations. 

To these reverberations of the doctrine I wish to 
refer, were it only to show you how far the statements 
Jesus put forth relative to His second advent affected 
His general teaching", and what impression they left on 
the minds and hearts of His disciples. 

Let us notice then first of all some of the Parables 
that distinctly teach the fact of the Redeemer's return. 

The first I think is that in which Jesus bids His 
disciples as watchful servants, to wait with their loins 
girt and their lamps burning for their Lord's return 
from the wedding. His closing words are, *Be ye 
therefore ready ; for the Son of man cometh at an 
hour when ye think not.' 

That they understood Him to imply that He would 
return in person may, I think, be safely assumed. To 
suppose, as many commentators have done, that He 
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merely meant to teach that the hour of death was 
tincertain, Is simply ridiculous. 

The second parable, which follows that of the ten 
virgins, and is apparently intended to illustrate it, 
represents the Lord, under the figure of an earthly 
prince, as one travelling into a far country and return^ 
ing * after a long timty to reckon with those to whom 
he had intrusted various talents, rewarding or depriving 
each of them according to their conduct. The lesson 
is, * Watch therefore, for ye know neither the day 
nor the hour,' — neither the exact nor the approximate 
time, — * wherein the Son of man cometh.' 

The third is that of the sheep and the goats, a 
judgment which it is said will take place, * when the 
Son of man shall come in His glory, and all the holy 
ang-els with Him.* 

These instances will perhaps be sufficient to shew 
you to what an extent the doctrine of the second advent 
pervaded the parabolic discourses of the Lord. His 
Cotwersaiions are of the same character. Take the 
following as evidence that such was the case : — 

* I go to prepare a place for you. And if I go and 
prepare a place for you I will come again and receive 
you unto myself, that where I am there ye may be 

also.' 

* Hereafter ye shall see heaven open, and the angels 

of Grod ascending and descending upon the Son of 
man,' — ^words to Nathanael which singularly corre- 
spond with those to Caiaphas. 

'As the lightning that lighteneth out of the one part 



74 LIFE IN THE INVISIBLE. 

under heaven shineth unto the other part under heaven ; 
so shall also the Son of man be in His day.' The 
'coming' whenever it takes place, will be visible, 
sudden, glorious and unexpected. 

' The powers of heaven shall be shaken, and then 
shall appear the sign of the Son of man in heaven, and 
then shall all the tribes of the earth mourn. Then 
shall they see the Son of man coming in the clouds of 
heaven with great power and glory I When these 
things come to pass, then look up and lift up your 
heads ; for your redemption draweth nigh.' 

That the Apostles taught the same truth is evident 
from the following passages : — 

Paul to the CoiaNTHiANs. — * Come behind in no gift ; 
waiting for the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ? And 
again, *Ye do shew forth the Lord's death, till He 
come,' 

Paul to the Philippians. — *Our conversation is in 
Heaven, from whence also we look for the Saviour, the 
Lord Jesus Christ,' — ' the Lord is at hand.' 

Paul to Timothy. — ^Keep this commandment ' Until 
the appearing of our Lord Jesus Christ.' 

Jasi Es TO the Twelve Tribes. — * Be patient therefore 
brethren unto the coming of the Lord.' And again, 
'the coming of the Lord draweth nigh.' 

Peter to the Scattered. — ' That the trial of your 
faith might be found unto praise and honour and glory, 
at the appearing of Jesus Christ.' 

John to the Seven Churches. — ' Behold He cometh 
with clouds, and every eye shall see Him, and they also 
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which pierced Him : and all kindreds of the earth shall 
wail because of Him. Even so^ Amen.' 

That in spite of declarations so plain and explicit as 
are those of Christ ; in spite of parables and conversa- 
tions from the mouth of the Redeemer Himself; and in 
spite of all that has been written by the apostles in con- 
firmation of the teaching", the great American Conference 
should have deemed it unadvisable to refer to the sub- 
ject ; that ministers of the gospel should very rarely 
introduce it into their sermons; and that Christians 
generally should deny that any return of Christ to earth 
is either to be expected or desired, is one of those 
mysteries which I at least confess my inability to solve. 
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NOTE. 
ThA New Earth: 



The question has often been put, — and its bearing on 
the existence and temporary training of the spirit in 
Hades will be obvious, — " Is there not reason to believe 
Jthat this earth, when purified by the last conflagration, 
win be the eternal abode of the saints?'* .1 do not 
myself see how it can be answered otherwise than in 
the affirmative. 

That in a renewed and glorified state it will be thus 
occupied may, I think, be gathered from what St. Peter 
says, — 'Nevertheless we, according to His promise, 
look for new heavens and a new earth wherein dwelleth 
righteousness.' 

These words both allude to and explain the striking 
prophecy of Isaiah, — ' For behold I create new heavens 
and a new earth ; and the former shall not be remem- 
bered, nor come into mind.' And again, * For as the 
new heavens and the new earth which I will make 
shall remain before me saith the Lord, so shall your 
seed and your name remain.' 

John, in the Apocalypse supports this, when he writes, 
— ' And I saw a new heaven and a new earth ; for the 
iirst heaven and the first earth were passed away, and 
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there was no more sea.' Surely these p2issages throw 
light on what is meant when the Lord declares, ' Blessed 
are the meek, for they shall inherit the earth/ and 
explain the new song, — ^'Thou hast redeemed us ta 
God by thy blood out of every kindred and tongue, 
and people, and nation ; and hast made us unto our 
God, kings and priests; and we shall reign on the^ 
earth/ 

To these and such like texts might be added those 
that speak of Messiah's throne as being that of DavM, 
and yet endless, and those that tell us ' the earth shall 
be changed like a garment.' It perishes, but only in 
the sense that a vesture perishes when it waxes old and 
is renewed by change. 

Finally, the Scriptures close with a description of a 
state of things on the earth. The last great subject is 
that of the * New Jerusalem,' the grand object of the 
believer's hope. With regard to it we read, — ' And I 
John saw the holy city. New Jerusalem, coming down 
from God out of Heaven^ prepared as a bride adorned 
for her husband.' 

Such is the appropriate termination of God's great 
plan for restoring humanity through the agency of the 
second Adam. It completes naturally, if not necessarily, 
the work of education which God by His spirit is con- 
tinually carrying on among men. It is the final realiza- 
tion of that grand design at whose commencement 
* the morning stars sang together, and all the Sons of 
God shouted aloud for joy.' 
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